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REPORT TO FULL COUNCIL

CORPORATE PARENTING REPORT – 29 JUNE 2016

An overview of key performance indicators for Gloucestershire in relation to 
services for Children in Care

a) Overall direction and numbers of Children in Care

593 children were living in care in Gloucestershire at the end of May 2016, a rise 
of 13.6% on the number of children (522) reported at the last council meeting. Just 
over a third of the children (36.8%) were placed in care with the agreement of their 
parents (218), indicating a steady downward trend since September 2015. 

Of the other children, 52.6% (312) were placed in care through the court process 
pending the outcome of arranging a permanent placement for the child, 9.6% (57) 
resulted in the granting of a placement order, and 1.0% (5) were placed under 
police protection as a child assessment order or whilst on remand. 

Most children are placed in family environments with foster carers (79.8%), while a 
small proportion (8.8%) are placed in residential schools or homes; 3.9% (23) are 
placed for adoption, and (45) 7.6% are placed with their parents or in independent 
living arrangements

b) Children coming into care for a second or subsequent time

Of the 335 children living in care in the 12 months prior to the end of May 2016, 69 
(20.6%) came into care for a second or subsequent time. The overall trend of this 
characteristic shows an upward trend, although May’s figure shows a slight drop on 
the 71 children reported at the end of March 2016. In comparison to performance 
trends reported at the same time last year, this represents a rise of 25.5% in terms 
of the number of children being readmitted to care. 

 
c) Children and young people placed outside Gloucestershire

74 children were placed out of county during the period prior to the end of May 
2016, representing 12.5% of the children in care population. This characteristic was 
slightly up on March’s position, (65 children/11.6%). 

Compared to May 2015, the number of children being placed out of county was 
exactly the same, although the figure for May 2015 represented 13.2% of all 
children in care.
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Most children and young people (63.8%) were placed in local authorities bordering 
Gloucestershire. This is thought to be better for the children, as they are closer to 
home and able to receive more accessible support from children’s social care and 
partner services. 

Worcestershire and Herefordshire account for the largest number of children being 
placed out of county, (13 children placed with each authority). Herefordshire 
houses a well established residential school, which may account for a number of 
young people being placed with this authority. 

25 children and young people were placed further away, (at a distance), which was 
slightly up on the 21 children reported at the last council meeting.

Most children placed out of county were placed in family settings (foster or adoptive 
care), (currently at 59.4% (41 children) of the total number of children placed out of 
county).

d) Achieving a stable home for Children and Young People 

During the 12 month period prior to the end of May 2016, 71 children living in care 
changed placement 3 or more times, (12.0%), indicating a relatively stable 
characteristic over recent months, and bringing the council in line with last year’s 
performance, whilst allowing for some fluctuation during the year.

Some ‘movement’ of placements is to be expected. When compared with national 
characteristics, and statistical neighbours, Gloucestershire is currently in-line with 
the South West, (12.0%), and slightly above national figures (10.0%), and 
statistical neighbour averages (9.7%) published for the 2014/15 financial year.

Of the children living in care for at least 2.5 years, (144 children), 101 children 
(71%) were placed with the same placement for at least two years, (as at the end 
of May 2016). This characteristic was slightly up on that reported in March 2016, 
(102 children), and demonstrates a slightly upward trend line since reported in 
2011. Current performance figures places Gloucestershire slightly above statistical 
neighbours (69.1%), the South West (68.0%) and national (68.0%) comparative 
figures for 2014/15. 

e) Children and Young People leaving care to return to their families  

Of the 251 children leaving care in the rolling year to the end of May, 84 children 
(33.5%) were reunified with their families, (up slightly on 33.3% (81 children), as 
reported at the end of March 2016. The overriding aim is to return children and 
young people to their families as quickly as possible, whilst at the same time, 
recognising that there is a balance to be struck between returning children to their 
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parents and the situation deteriorating, with the child returning to care for a second 
time. Currently, Gloucestershire is returning fewer children to their families in 
comparison to comparator National and South West Councils. 

Cllr Paul McLain 

June 2016


